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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


ANNOUNCEMENT;    Each  week  this  station  presents  the  FARM  SCIENCE  SNAPSHOTS  pre- 
pared by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  Snapshots  tell 
briefly  some  of  the  things  that  are  "being  done  "by  the  department  of  agriculture 
and  "by  the  state  experiment  stations.    We  hope  that  you  find  some  ideas  in  them 
that  you  can  put  to  work  on  your  own  place. 


********* 


If  a  salesman  offers  you  a  preparation,  to  he  added  to  feed  and  drinking 
water,  for  the  control  of  external  parasites  of  poultry  and  other  animals,  it 
will  pay  to  be  suspicious.    The  Food,  Drug,  and  Insecticide  Administration 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  made  thorough  tests  which  show  that  such 
preparations  don't  do  all  they  are  supposed  to  do.    And  even  if  they  did, 
the  cost  would  he  much  too  high.    Materials  in  one  of  the  mishranded  insecti- 
cides sold  to  control  lice,  mites,  ticks  and  fleas  on  poultry  and  other  animals 
by  being  taken  into  the  system  with  the  food  and  drinking  water  could  be  bought 
for  18  cents  a  gallon.    Betailod  in  small  containers  the  product  netted  the 
manufacturer  $64  a  gallon.    Neither  this  mixture  nor  any  of  the  similar  ones 
produced  the  results  claimed  for  them. 

The  Department  also  recommends  that  housewives  be  on  their  guard  against 
preparations  that  salesmen  claim  will  drive  away  all  household  pests,  purify  the 
air  and  prevent  disease.     Some  glittering  promises  have  been  made  recently  for 
an  attractive  little  case  containing  a  chemical  which,  when  merely  hung  in  a 
room,  is  supposed  to  drive  away  or  kill  moths,  ants,  roaches,  flies  and  mos- 
quitoes and  at  the  same  time  purify  the  air,  disinfect  the  room  and  prevent 
disease.    Such  preparations  are  branded  as  useless  by  the  Food,  Drug,  and  In- 
secticide Administration, 

******* 


A  new  preventive  treatment  for  hemorrhagic  septicemia,  or  shipping 
fever,  of  cattle  has  been  developed  by  scientists  in  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry.    The  treatment,  which  consists  of  vaccination  with  a  new  material 
known  as  hemorrhagic- septicemia  aggressin,  was  found  very  successful  in 
experiments.    Aggressin  is  now  being  made  commercially  and  it  is  proving  as 
effective  in  practice  as  it  was  proved  to  be  in  the  experimental  work.  Full 
information  on  the  disease  and  on  the  treatments  for  it  is  given  in  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  1081,  which  has  just  been  issued  in  revised  form.  Department 
specialists  say  that  best  results  can  be  obtained  in  vaccination  of  animals 
either  with  aggressin,  or  with  the  commonly  used  bacterins,  at  least  10  days 
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"before  they  axe  shipped  from  the  farmi    But  dohsult  your  veterinarian,  and 
accept  his  judgment. 

At  the  dairy  achievement  day  held  recently  in  Rock  county,  Wis.,  to 
celebrate  eradication  of  cattle  tuberculosis  from  the  county,  it  was  "brought 
out  that  the  county's  dairymen  are  now  receiving  annually  over  half  a  million 
dollars  more  than  in  1925  before  the  area  test  was  made.    The  gain  was  made 
in  spite  of  condemnation  and  slaughter  of  more  than  8,000  cattle  which  reacted 
to  the  tuberculin  test.    There  was  an  increase  of  about  20  per  cent  in  milk  pro- 
duction the  first  year,  although  fewer  cows  were  milked.    The  financial  gains 
mentioned  resulted  largely  from  a  more  profitable  market  for  milk,  but  the  total 
was  also  swelled  by  better  prices  for  surplus  cattle  and  by  larger  sales  of 
cattle.    Swine  growers  are  also  benefiting  by  the  test.    They  are  now  getting 
the  premium  of  10  cents  per  hundred  pounds  paid  by  packers  for  hogs  raised, 
marketed  and  tattooed  as  coming  from  a  modified  accredited  area*    At  one  time 
the  tuberculous  infection  in  Hock  county  exceeded  14  per  cent.    Other  counties 
now  having  serious  trouble  with  tuberculosis  may  get  encouragement  from  the 
achievement  of  these  Wisconsin  farmers. 

******* 

Out  on  the  range  it  is  a  common  practice  to  brand  calves  while  they  are 
still  small  enough  to  be  handled  by  ropes0    Department  livestock  specialists  are 
suggesting  that  it  might  be  better  to  construct  corrals  with  a  chute  adapted  for 
working  with  yearling  or  older  cattle  and  a  smaller  chute  for  handling  calves. 
Such  an  arrangement  makes  it  possible  to  dehorn,  unsex,  and  brand  the  animals 
at  a  single  operation.    The  plan  is  discussed  in  a  new  farmers'  bulletin  just 
issued  by  the  Department,  No.  1600-F.    Simple  plans  for  construction  of  dehorn- 
ing, and  branding,  chutes,  including  a  chute  with  a  movable  side  or  "squeeze" 
for  holding  the  animal  securely  are  given  in  the  bulletin.    It  also  takes  up 
the  other  phases  of  dehorning,  unsexing,  branding,  and  marking  beef  cattle. 
If  you  would  like  to  have  a  copy  write  either  to  this  station  or  to  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  at  Washington. 

******* 

Another  bulletin  that  has  just  been  published  by  the  department  is 
a  revised  edition  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  1419-F,  "Care  and  Management  of  Work 
Horses."    The  purpose  of  the  bulletin  is  to  give  information  that  will  help 
keep  horses  in  such  good  condition  that  the  horses  will  be  ready  for  call  when 
they  are  needed,    Getting  the  most  effective  service. from  horses  depends  large- 
ly on  the  ability  of  the  owner  to  keep  them  in  good  shape  at  all  times. 

******* 

The  Hawaii  experiment  station  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  giving 
considerable  attention  to  coffee-growing.    Up  to  the  present  coffee- raising 
has  been  carried  on  mostly  by  private  growers  and  no  concerted  effort  has  been 
made  to  take  advantage  of  improvements  worked  out  in  other  countries.  The 
department  is  now  conducting  field  studies  in  methods  of  culture,  handling 
of  the  crop  and  other  phases  of  coffee  production.  Coffee- 
growing  promises  to  become  an  industry  of  importance  in  the  islands. 
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The  North  Dakota  experiment  station  has  "Been  studying  the  value  of 
wheat  as  a  feed  for  livestock.    Wheat  $s  usually  foo  high  in  price,  ^com- 
parison with  other  feeds  to  make  its  use  a&  a  feed  for  livestock  profitable. 
But  the  North  Dakota  station  reports  that  when  the  price  is  low  or  when  the 
wheat  is  unsuited  for  milling  purposes  its  feed  Value  may  be  higher  than  its 
market  value.    Wheat  compares  favorably  with  other  grains  in  food  value  and  at 
such  prices  as  prevailed  earlier1  in  the  summer  it  might  he  well  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  feeding  wheat  to  livestock. 


******* 


The  cost  of  production  is  a  very  important  matter  to  strawberry  growers 
in  the  Willamette  Valley  in  Oregon.    The  Valley  has  many  natural  advantages 
for  strawberry  production  but  competition  with  other  regions  is  very  keen. 
The  Oregon  Experiment  Station  has  just  made  public  some  interesting  figures 
based  on  a  study  of  the  1925  crop.    In  that  year  the  growers  received  an 
average  price  of  8  cents  a  pound.    The  study  showed  that  only  59  per  cent 
of  the  acreage  made  a  fair  profit  at  this  8  cents  a  pound,  whereas  31  per 
cent  made  just  a  little  more  than  cost,  and  10  per  cent  lost  money.  Both 
the  10  per  cent  and  the  31  per  cent  would  have  lost  money  if  the  price  had 
been  only  6  cents  a  pound.    The  future  of  the  strawberry  industry  in  the 
States,  say  the  Oregon  specialists,  depends  largely  on  whether  growers  can 
reduce  costs  of  production. 


******* 


Experiments  recently  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  show  that 
tea  leaves  are  not  a  source  of  vitamin  C,  as  has  been  claimed  by  some  tea 
distributors.    Green  tea  described  on  the  package  as  "rich  in  vitamins"  was 
used  in  one  test,  but  the  results  did  not  bear  out  the  claim  made  on  the  label. 
Tea  apparently  contains  a  very  small  amount  of  Vitamin  C,  the  vitamin  that 
prevents  scurvy,  hut  the  amount  is  insignificant. 


******* 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Louisiana  state  department  of 
agriculture  are  cooperating  at  the  Hew  Orleans  vegetable  market  to  give  inspec- 
tion and  grading  service  that  has  never  been  offered  before.    When  the  grower 
brings  his  produce  to  market  a  representative  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  inspects  the  truck  as  it  is  unloaded,  grades  it,  explains  the  grade 
to  the  grower,  and  demonstrates  the  kind  of  produce  demanded  by  the  trade. 
This  service  emphasizes  the  profits  to  be  gained  from  meeting  the  demands  of 
the  market. 


******* 


Farm  "buildings  are  to  be  the  subject  of  a  research  study  just  begun 
"by  the  Department.     The  aim  of  the  study  is  to  determine  the  fundamental 
requirements  of  farm  buildings  of  all  kinds  and  to  work  out  the  best  and 
most  economical  methods  of  meeting  these  requirements.    Farm  buildings  today 
are  the  result  of  following  custom, without  regard  to  the  real  needs  of  a  certain 
structure  or  for  economy  in  space  and  details.    The  department  hopes  to  gain 
information  through  this  study  that  will  be  of  great  value  in  the  future  to 
farmers  all  over  the  country. 
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Good  results  from  f eeding/potatoes  to  beef  cattle  are  reported  by  the 
Washington  state  experiment  station,    Tile  cows  fed  potatoes  and  alfalfa  hay 
consumed  slightly  more  feed  per  100  pounds  gain  than  those  getting  silage  and 
alfalfa  hay  but  they  gained  faster  and  were  fatter  at  the  end  of  the  feeding 
period  than  the  other  group. 

******* 

The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  announced  examinations 
for  senior  agricultural  economist  at  $4600    to  $5200  a  year;  for  agricultural 
economist  at  $3800  to  $4400  a  year;  for  associate  agricultural  economist  at 
$3200  to  $3700  a  year;  and  for  assistant  agricultural  economist  at  $2600  to 
$3100  a  year.    Applications  must  be  on  file  with  the  commission  not  later  than 
August  14.    You  can  get  full  particulars  from  the  United  States  Civil  Service 
Commission  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

******* 

ANNOUNCEMENT;     The  publications  mentioned  in  these  FARM  SCIENCE  SNAPSHOTS 
may  be  had  free  of  charge  by  writing  to  this  station  or  by  writing  direct  to 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C.     The  bulletin 
on  "Hemorrhagic  Septicemia,"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1018;  the  bulletin  on 
"Dehorning,  Unsexing,  Branding  and  Marking  Beef  Cattle"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin 
No.  1600-F;  and  the  bulletin  on  "Care  and  Management  of  Work  Horses"  is  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  1419-F. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT :    How  for  the  Farm  Science  Snapshots.    The  Snapshots  are  -ore- 
pared  for  us  each  week  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  They 
keep  us  in  touch  with  what  is  going  on  in  agriculture,  and  with  what 
scientists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  State  Experiment  Stations 
are  doing.    They  often  contain  helpful  suggestions,  too — practical  ideas  that 
you  can  apply  on  your  own  place.    And  you  can  get  more  information  by  writing 
for  any  of  the  bulletins  mentioned. 

****** 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  prepared  a  circular  of  instructions 
for  collectors  of  wind-borne  pollen.     If  you've  had  any  experience  with  hay 
fever  you  may  be  interested  in  it.    Pollen  is  used  in  treating  hay  fever  and 
it  has  been  in  considerable  demand  lately,     Collecting  it  is  a  comparatively 
new  vocation  and  it  offers  some  opportunity  for  profit.    But  the  collector 
must  be  well  qualified  for  his  job.    Pollen  used  for  treatment  has  to  be 
pure,  and  collection  must  be  done  with  great  care  and  intelligence.  The 
new  publication,  Circular  46-C,  gives  the  methods  of  collecting  and  preserv- 
ing pollen. 


******** 


The  department's  market  news  service  on  grain,  hay  and  feed  is  now  a 
nation-wide  service.    Three  new  offices  have  recently  been  set  up  to  cover 
the  Pacific  coast  region,  at  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and  Portland. 
Farmers  all  over  the  country  now  get  up-to-the-minute  news  of  the  grain, 
hay  and  feed  markets  in  their  own  territories. 


Market  information  services  are  being  used  more  than  ever  before. 
And  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  them.    A  new  service  is  now  being  tried 
out  in  New  Jersey.    The  Department,  in  cooperation  with  the  New  Jersey 
experiment  station  and  state  department  of  agriculture,  is  furnishing 
estimates  on  the  daily  shipments  of  fruits  and  vegetables  by  producers. 


******* 


The  tobacco  regions  are  taking  greater  advantage  of  the  department's 
help  at  markets,  also.    A  tobacco-grading  service  is  now  being  established. 
Grading  was  started  in  South  Carol  ina  on  <Ju  ly  30  and  plans  have  been  made 
to  institute  the     •  service  at  seven  other  markets  in  tobacco- 

producing  states.    Next  year  the  work  will  be  expanded  still  further. 
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She  cot  ton -toll  worm  is  lenov/n  by  one  name  or  another  all  over  the 
United  States.    Sometimes  it's  called  the  corn-ear  worm,  sometimes  the 
tomato  fruit  worm,  again  the  false  bud-worm  of  tobacco.    Under  any  of  these 
names  it  is  the  same  bad  actor.    The  Department  has  just  issued  a  bulletin 
on  the  worm  as  a  cotton  pest  -  Farmers'  Bulletin  1595-7.    The  bulletin  dis- 
cusses all  of  the  best  known  methods  of  control.    Among  the  effective  methods 
are  fall  and  winter  plowing,  clean  culture,  selection  of  seed  of  early- 
maturing  cotton,  poisoning,  and  use  of  trap  crops.    Trapping  has  HOT  proved 
to  be  effective.    Burning  of  lights  in  the  field  to  attract  moths,  and 
distribution  of  poisoned  sweets  over  the  field  in  pans  are  other  methods  listed 
as  unsatisfactory. 

j)e  *  *    *  *  s|t 

The  Department  has  just  released  a  two-reel  moving  picture  that  has  to 
do  with  fox- farming.    The  picture  shows  the  safe  methods  of  handling  foxes. 
Ordinarily ,  the  fox  is  a  timid  animal.    But  when  he's  caught  his  first  impulse 
seems  to  be  to  bite  at  anything  within  reach  of  his  jaws.     If  your  community 
is  interested  in  foxes  it  might  pay  you  to  send  for  this  picture.  The 
department  loans  it  without  cost,  except  that  borrowers  must  pay  transportation 
charges. 

***** 

Small  portable  saw-mills  probably  will  continue  to  play  an  important 
part  in  the  lumbering  industry,  according  to  department  specialists.  One 
third  of  the  standing  timber  in  states  east,  of  the  great  plains,  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  forest  land  in  eastern  and  southern  states,   is  in  farm  wood- 
lots.    The  small  sawmill  is  the  harvest  machine  for  most  of  this  timber  that 
is  cut  for  market.    At  present  the  small  mill  is  usually  a  very  wasteful 
machine.     So  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  undertaking  a  study  of  the 
portable  mill  with  a  view  to  making  it  more  efficient.     If  woodlots  are  to 
return  the  profits  they  should,  Department  specialists  say  that  the  small  mill 
must  be  greatly  improved. 

****** 

You've  probably  read  about  the  use  of  paper  mulch  in  growing  garden 
crops,    perhaps  you've  tried  it.    The  department  is  making  a  study  of  the 
mulch  now.    Some  good  results  have  been  obtained,  especially  with  vine  crops 
such  as  cucumbers  and  muskmelons.     Department  specialists  don't  recommend 
extensive  use  of  the  paper  on  a  commercial  scale.    They  do  suggest,  however, 
that  gardeners  and  truck  growers  might  try  the  mulch  in  a  small  way,  as  a 
test.    Suggestions  for  these  paper -mulch  trials  are  given  in  Circular  77-0. 

******* 

Truck-growers  and  gardeners  in  parts  of  the  South,  by  the  way,  Will 
soon  be  sowing  their  cabbage  seed.    Along  the  southern  Atlantic  seaboard 
the  seed  is  usually  sown  in  September,  and  transplanting  is  done  in  December. 
Most  of  the  country  is  thinking  more  about  marketing  and  storing  cabbage 
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than  about  planting  it.    Whatever  your  problem  is  right  now,  Farmers 
Bulletin  No".  433  has  some  timely  information  for  you.    This  bulletin,  ^ 
entitled  "Cabbage"  has  just  been  revised  and  reprinted.     It  brings  all  in- 
formation about  cabbage-growing  up  to  date. 


********* 


Gardeners  will  also  be  interested  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  329,  on 
growing  asparagus.     It  is  another  bulletin  that  has  been  revised  this  year. 
As-oaragus  is  coming  to  be  more  and  more  popular  as  a  garden  crop.     It  is  one 
of  the  earliest  and  most  wholesome  vegetables.    Department  specialists  say 
that  wherever  it  can  be  produced  successfully,  it  should  be  grown  in  the 
home  garden.    A  well  established  asparagus  bed  will  produce  prof itatae  crops 
for  15  or  20  years.     It  is  probably  better,  however,  to  renew  the  plantings 
every  3  or  10  years. 


****** 


"Feed  Lot  and  Ranch  Equipments  for  Beef  Cattle"  is  another  new 
bulletin  -oublished  by  the  department  recently.     It  gives  practical  tips  on 
handling  beef  cattle  on  the  range  and  in  the  feed  lot  and  describes  equip- 
ment needed.    The  bulletin  is  illustrated  by  the  drawings  and  photographs  . 
of  equipment,  such  as  sheds,  corrals,  dipping  vats,  and  windbreaks.     it  is 
Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1584. 

******* 

The  Washington  State  Experiment  station  has  been  feeding  seed-wheat 
treated  with  copper  carbonate  to  hogs.    Results  were  very  definite,  me 
hogs  lost  weight  over  a  53-day  period  and,  besides,  they  were  condemned  at 
slaughtering  time.    The  Station  is  now  making  tests  with  treated  wheat 
washed  before  feeding. 


***** 

e 


Experiments  conducted  by  the  Minnesota  experiment  station  indxeat 
that  the  windrower  is  an  especially  necessary  attachment  of  the  combine 
where  the  field  is  weedy.    The  tests  indicate  that  it  isn't  necessary,  how 
ever,  under  normal  weather  conditions  if  there  are  few  weeds.    Or  if  equip 
ment  is  available  to  separate  green  weed  seeds  and  parts  of  weed  plants 
from  the  grain. 


****** 


The  Missouri  station  has  also  been  experimenting  with  tne  comoine. 
The  tests  there  indicate  definitely  that  windrowing  reduces  the  trouble 
due  to  high  moisture  content.     It  also  lowers  threshing  losses  from  weedy 
£rain.    Grain  losses  of  combines  were  found  not  to  be  excessive.  They 
Sere  less  than  cutter  ..bar  losses  and  only  slightly  higher  than  xor  the 
binder -thresher  method. 
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AI'lTOUIICS'iSr?:.     The  publications  mentioned  in  these  FARM  SCIENCE  SNAPSHOTS 
may  be  had  free  of  charge  by  writing  to  this  station  or  by  writing  direct 
to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.C.  The 
bulletin  on  the  cotton  boll-worm  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  1595-F;  the  bulletin 
on  cabbage  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  433;  the  bulletin  on  asparagus  is  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  829;  the  bulletin  on  "Feed  Lot  and  Ranch  Equipment  for  Beef 
Cattle"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1584.    The  circular  on  paper-mulch  trials 
is  Circular  77-C. 

MS 


t-J  ■      •  „ 

•;.    dv.     .  V..    ■    ,•  V    :M   J    .  -   :  ■ 


!. 


FARM  SCIENCE  SNAPSHOTS 


Saturday,  August  17,  1929. 


ANNO UNCSMENT :  Now  we  get  our  weekly  bird's-eye  view  of  what's  going  on  in  agri- 
culture over  the  country.    The  Farm  Science  Snapshots,  prepared  each  week  "by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  keep  us  informed  as  to  what  workers 
of  the  department  and  of  the  state  experiment  stations  are  doing.    You  may  get 
some  ideas  from  the  Snapshots,  also,  that  will  he  helpful. 


Hot,  dry  weather  and  careless  cigaret  smokers  make  a  dangerous  combina- 
tion.   Government  figures  show  that  carelessness    with  burning  tobacco  is  re- 
sponsible for  burning  up  about  45  million  dollars 

worth  of  property  each  year.  That  doesn't  include  forest  fire  damage,  either. 
And  it  doesn't  include  loss  from  grain  field  fires.    No  exact  figures  are 
on  hand  yet  for  this  year  or  last,  but  in  1927  around  30,000  forest  fires  were 
Caused  by  smokers.     That  meant  a  loss  of  approximately  six  million  dollars. 

This  year  it  has  been  hot  and  dry  in  many  parts  of  the  country  and  the 
fire  situation  has  been  critical.     The  forest  service  has  just  sent  out  a 
warning  to  all  smokers  to  be  doubly  careful  in  the  use  of  cigarets.    Here  are 
some  tips  for  smokers  that  will  help  keep  the  situation  under  control  if  they're 
carefully  observed:  Press  out  all  cigaret  and  pipe  ashes  and  discard    them  only 
in  places  that  are  unquestionably  safe.    Break  matches  in  two  before  throwing 
them  away.    Equip  your  automobile  with  ash  receivers  for  both  front  and  rear 
seats.    Many  fires  are  caused  by  burning  tobacco  or  matches  thrown  from  cars 
along  the  roadsides. 


If  you're  going  out  to  hunt  migratory  birds  leave  your  airplane  at  home. 
The  federal  game  regulations  just  issued  by  the  biological  survey  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  prohibit  hunting  these  birds  from  airplanes.     Shooting  from 
automobiles  is  also  prohibited.    One  outstanding  point  in  this  year's  regulations 
is  that  the  closed  season  is  continued  on  most  species  of  shorebirds  including 
plovers  and  yellowlegs.    The  only  shorebirds  on  which  the  season  will  be  open 
this  fall  are  Wilson's  snipe,  or  jacksnipe,  and  woodcock.     Copies  of  the  1929- 
1930  regulations  giving  open  seasons  on  hunting  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 


The  open  seasons  for  game  during  1929-30,  by  the  way,  are  shown  on  a  pos- 
ter just  issued  by  the  department.    You'll  see  the  poster  on  display  in  public 
buildings.    Magazines  and  other  publications  interested  in  outdoor  life  will  also 
be  carrying  reproductions  of  it  in  their  current  issues.     The  poster  gives  infor- 
mation concerning  the  hunting  seasons  in  all  the  states,  in  Alaska,  in  Canada, 
and  in  Mexico  and  Newfoundland. 


***** 


***** 


***** 
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.    The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  just  printed  a  new  edition  of  Farmer's 
Bulletin  No.  779,  on  "How  to  Select  a  Sound  Horse."    This  "bulletin  has  been  a 
valuable  reference  and  text-hook  for  farmers  since  it  was  first  issued  several 
years  ago,  and  the  first  edition  has  been  exhausted.     It  takes  up  all  of  the  points 
to  he  considered  in  sizing-up  and  buying  a  horse.    Horses  are  like  people  in  one 
respect  at  least.    Very  few  of  them  are  perfect.     The  good  qualities  must  be 
weighed  against  the  had.    A  horse  must  be  valued  by  the  amount  of  service  it  will 
perform  rather  than  by  its  minor  shortcomings.    Department  specialists  suggest 
that  it's  sometimes  a  good  idea,  also,  to  size  up  the  person  who  has  the  horse 
for  sale.    Many  defects  may  be  covered  up  "by  such  unfair  methods  as  drugging.  It 
is  a  safe  plan  to  make  purchases  only  from  persons  with  a  good  reputation. 

Another  bulletin  that  has  just  been  revised  and  reprinted  is  Farmer *s 
Bulletin  Ho.  1054, on  "The  Loco-Weed  Disease."    Loco  weeds,  as  most  of  you  know, 
are  poisonous  plants  that  have  caused  heavy  losses  of  horses,  cattle  and  sheep 
in  many  parts  of  the  West  and  Southwest,     The  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
carried  on  extensive  experiments  to  determine  just  what  weeds  cause  the  disease 
and  what  can  be  done  about  it.    The  results  of  the  department's  work  are  brought 
up-to-date  in  the  revised  bulletin.     Careful  feeding  is  one  method  of  treating 
locoed  animals.    The  cure  is  hastened,  however,  by  the  use  of  Fowler's  solution 
for  horses  and  strychnine  for  cattle.    Loco  weeds  can  be  destroyed  by  digging. 
The  department  has  found  that  it  isn't  necessary  to  dig  up  the  whole  root,  as 
many  stockowners  have  thought.    The  root  need  only  be  cut  off  two  or  three  inches 
below  the  surface.     There  is  no  danger  from  root-sprouts. 

You  probably  read  last  June  about  the  discovery  of  a  strange  poultry 
disease  in  Morris  county,  New  Jersey.    Department  of  Agriculture  and  New  Jersey 
state  officials  found  that  it  was  the  European  fowl  pest,  a  dreaded  disease 
prevalent  in  Europe.    Vigorous  measures  were  taken  immediately  and  indications 
are  now  that  they  were  completely  successful.     It  is  believed  that  the  pest  has 
been  eradicated.    All  diseased  and  exposed  birds  on  the  infected  farms,  and  on 
several  nearby  farms  that  were  exposed,  were  destroyed  within  a  period  of  two 
weeks.    More  than  six  weeks  has  elapsed  since  the  last  infected  fowls  were 
burned  and  the  disease  has  not  appeared  again.    Ho  sign  of  it  has  been  discovered 
at  any  of  the  large  market  centers.    How  the  pest  gained  entrance  to  the  United 
States  is  still  unknown. 

***** 

Stricter  measures  to  keep  out  foreign  pests  of  another  kind  have  just  been 
taken  by  the  Department.    Hereafter  all  chestnuts  and  acorns  coming  to  the  United 
States  from  any  other  country  can  be  brought  in  only  under  permit  and  after 
thorough  inspection.     The  regulation  has  previously  applied  only  to  European 
countries.     It  is  intended  to  prevent  the  entry  of  living  larvae  of  the  European 
codling  moth,  chestnut  weevils  and  other  injurious  insects.     If  inspection  reveals 
living  injurious  insects,  the  shipment  must  be  exported  promptly.     Or,  if  provision 
is  made  for  disinfection,  it  must  be  disinfected. 

***** 
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The  Georgia  experiment  station  has  b«&n  conducting  extensive  experiments 
with  fertilizers  and  with  cultural  methods  for  cotton  production.    One  thing 
they  found  was  that  acid  phosphate  gave  better  results  than  rock  phosphates. 
There  wasn't  much  difference  in  the  various  kinds  of  rock  phosphates.  Home-mixed 
fertilizer  produced  results  as  good  as  or  slightly  better  than  commercially-mixed 
fertilizer.     The  results  also  showed  that  uncultivated  cotton  from  which  weeds 
were  hoed,  gave  slightly  higher  yields  than  cultivated  cotton.    The  conclusion 
here  is  that  cultivation  is  necessary  to  kill  weeds  "but  that  it  should  "be  as 
shallow  as  possible. 

*  *  *  ** 

In  Arkanaas  the  experiment  station  has  been  testing  out  various  legume 
crops  as  soil-builders.    The  legumes  were  used  to  supply  the  necessary  nitrogen, 
no  other  nitrogenous  fertilizer  being  added.    All  were  plowed  under.  Cowpeas 
gave  the  best  results,  from  the  viewpoint  of  increasing  the  yields  of  corn  and 
oats  planted  on  the  land.    Soybeans  likewise  gave  good  results.    Velvet  beans 
and  Huban  sweet  clover  also  caused  an  increase  in  the  corn  yield,  but  the  increase 
was  considerably  smaller  than  that  following  the  cowpeas  and  soybeans. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  713  on  "Sheep  Scab"  has  just  been  published  in 
revised  form.     It  gives  the  latest  methods  of  dealing  with  scabies  in  sheep. 
Common  scab  and  foot  scab  can  be  eradicated  by  dipping  infected  sheep  twice  in 
warm  lime-sulphur  or  nicotine  dip  with  an  interval  of  from  10  to  14  days  between 
dippings,  Head  scab,  otherwise  known  as  black  muzzle,  can  be  cured  by  repeated 
dippings  in  the  same  dips  every  five  or  six  days  for  a  month  or  six  weeks.  Ho 
satisfactory  method  is  yet  known  for  demodectic  scab,  which  infects  the  hair 
follicles  of  sheep  and  goats.    The  bulletin  gives  information  on  how  to  detect 
scab,  selecting  and  making  the  dip,  dipping,  and  the  building  of  dipping  vats. 

SfC  3fC  sfc  9|C  l|( 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  has  announced  that  the  Department's 
fall  intentions-to-plant  report  will  be  given  out  on  September  3.     The  report 
Will  give  the  figures  on  intended  fall  sowings  of  grain  as  reported  by  farmers 
on  August  15.    These  figures  on  the  intended  acreages  which  farmers  are  planning 
are  used  in  preparing  the  Outlook  Report  for  fall  and  winter  grain.     The  Outlook 
report  is  to  be  issued  by  the  Department  on  September  5. 

***** 

Experiments  at  the  ITorth  Dakota  station  indicate  that  weeds  are  a  factor 
in  affecting  protein  content  of  wheat.    Weed- infestation  apparently  lowers  the 
protein  content.    Wheat  following  cultivated  crops  and  legume  crops  also  averaged 
slightly  higher  in  protein  content  than  wheat  after  small-grain  crops.  Higher 
protein  content  was  observed  in  wheat  grown  after  legumes. 


**  *  ** 
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Tlie  Montana  station, has  been  milking  tests  with  frosted  wheat.  The 
experiments  show  that  wheat  giving  a  strong  germination  test  of  70  per  cent  or 
more  may  safely  he  used  for  seed.    The  seed  value  of  such  wheat  is  uncertain, 
however,  without  thorough  laboratory  tests.     The  best  time  to  test  frosted  wheat 
for  germination  is  during  February  and  March. 

***** 

Tlie  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  announced  examinations  for 
two  positions:  junior  crop  and  livestock  estimator  at  $2,000  to  $2,500  a  year; 
and  senior  soil  conservationist  at  $4,600  a  year.    Applications  for  the  position 
as  crop  and  livestock  estimator  must  be  on  file  with  the  commission  not  later 
than  August  27;  for  the  position  as  soil  conservationist  not  later  than 
August  28.    You  can  get  full  particulars  from  the  United  States  Civil  Service 
Commission  at  Washington,  L.C. 

***** 

AMOUNCSLSNT:  The  publications  mentioned  in  these  FARM  SCIENCE  SNAPSHOTS  may  be 
had  free  of  charge  by  writing  to  this  station  or  by  writing  direct  to  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  bulletin  on  "How  to 
Select  a  Sound  Horse"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  779;  the  bulletin  on  "The  Loco- 
weed  Disease"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1054;  and  the  bulletin  on  "Sheep  Scab"  is 
Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  713. 
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INFORMATION 


Saturday,  Augur;  t  34,1929 


A^rQUITC^MT;     Now  we  get  our  weekly  bird's-eye  view  of  what  is  go  in.-  on 
m  agriculture  throughout  the  country.    The  Farm  Science  Snapshots, 

'HZT  i  W6!k  by  the  Unit6d  States  DeP^tment  of  Agriculture  Lao  us 

informed  as  to  what  workers  of  the  department  and  of  the  state  experWt 
nations  are  doing.    Some  of  these  Snapshots  may  give  you  helpful"  ideas 
ioj.  your  own  farms. 


tt4jJWMa   .U  be6inc  ^  look  as  if  we  are  going  to  have  to  mit  vco  "1T0  SMOKBTG" 

DeSt^nf  n?  if  'T*  Ule  F°rest  Service  of  ^e" United  States 

SS£5T2  +01  AS™lture         fo^d  out  that  lighted  cigars  and 

Ihf^W  »  r  flPng  planeS  ■*  cause  forcst  and  g*ass  ***** 

The]  took  a  plane  and  went  up  500  feet.    At  this  height  siS  lighted  cirar- 

^cfi?    m  gr0Und  bel°U-    The^  did  the  s^e  thing  with 

Slund  £^oi      ^1         fClgarS  StU1  afire  When  ?icked  VP  from  the 

STld  iol  p  "  ^         UP  in  the  plane  1000  feet  and  repeated  the  same 
d£ ^  out  if  Crt         7  \hB  ^  reSUltS'    ™S  test  was  ^  °*  an  ordinary 
J?  ?  ?g°?'  and  6n°^h  trials  were  ^de  to  satisfy  the  Forest 

ftr  r  Si  ^  w:TkeS"  t0SSed  fPOm  a^lail6S  cause  Tortus 

findi'e-  tl  \  l\t  J°  ^  JUSt  What  these  scientists  will  keep  on 
S  c^'laftftlat WS  brinS  US  SOnetMng  and  i^eresting 
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Right  now  is  the  time  to  %9  on  the  lookout  for  those  expensive 
cotton  gin  fires.     Cotton  ginners  are  advised  to  write  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  and  ask  for  free  CIRCULAR  #  76  on  HIES 
0  COTTON  GIBS  AITD  HOW  TO  PREVENT  THEM.    Write  for  your  copy  today. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  released  for  fall 
planting  in  Louisiana  the  new  variety  of  sugarcane  known  as  P. O.J. 36-!'. 
Distribution  of  this  new  variety  of  cane  will  be  carried  on  by  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  407  Carondelet  Street,  Hew  Orleans,  Louisiana.  Growers 
desiring  cane  seed  of  this  new  mosaic  resisting  variety  should  file  their 
application  at  once  with  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  in  New  Orleans. 
The  Sugar  Cane  League,  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  and 
Uncle  Sam's  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  all  co-operated  in  working  out  this 
mosaic  resisting  cane  which  it  is  believed  will  put  Louisiana's  "Sugar 
Bowl"  back  on  the  map. 

Molasses,  hot  biscuits,  and  butter.     That's  what  some  people  like 
to  eat  for  breakfast  on  a  cold  morning.    But  do  you  know  how  much  trouble 
it  is  to  keep  molasses  or  sorghum  cane  pure?    It  mixes  very  easily.  The 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  just  published  a  circular  on 
the  mixing  of  sorghum  canes.    This  circular  is  #52-C  and  is  free  for  the 
asking.     It  states,  among  many  other  things,  that  the  best  way  to  keep 
your  sorgo  or  sorghum  canes  pure  and  unmixed  is  to  select  the  seed  from  the 
heads  in  the  field  before  the  cane  is  cut.     It  says  that  this  is  important 
whether  you  are  growing  sorghum  for  molasses,  sirup,  or  forage. 

Elorida  people  are  studying  their  potatoes.    The  State  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  lias  just  concluded  some  experiments  on  what  varieties  of 
white  potatoes  are  "best  suited  for  the  Hastings  potato  districts  .They  tried 
many  varieties  to  find  one  with  the  best  commercial  value  to  the  growers. 
Spaulding  Rose  #4  has  "been  the  standard  variety  for  Elorida  for  a  long 
time.    The  experiment  showed  that  this  variety  was  consistently  out yielded 
in  prime  potatoes  by  Irish  Cobblers,  Green  Mountains,  and  Bliss  Triumphs. 

^<  }fc  s|<  ;j<  j|c  jjc  jj<  »^ 

The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has  just  issued  a  mimeographed 
summary  reporting  on  the  progress  of  the  use  of  better  sires  over  the 
country.    This  summary  shows  that  out  of  the  six  million  farms  in  this 
country  seventeen  thousand  three  hundred  forty-five  are  using  only  purebred 
sires.    Four  counties  are  reported  entirely  free  of  all  grade  and  scrub 
bulls.    Two  other  counties  are  reported  entirely  free  of  all  grade  and 
scrub  dairy  bulls.    The  report  states  that  interest  in  purebred  sires  is 
rapidly  increasing  in  all  sections  of  the  United  States. 
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Dr.  John  R.  Mohler,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  in  a 
recent  address  in  Detroit,  made  some  interesting  statements  about  how 
foot-and-mouth  disease  was  brought  to  this  country.    Ke  stated  that  the 
1929  outbreak  Waa  traced  back  to  infected  meats  shipped  in  from  South 
American  countries.    He  pointed  out  that  the  1914  outbreak  was  traced  to 
South  American  meats,  and  that  in  all  other  instances  of  outbreaks  they 
could  be  traced  back  to  some  source  of  infected  meats  that  had  been 
shipped  in  from  an  infected  territory  or  country. 


„.,ol     0ats  in  the  Horth-Central  States  is  the  title  of  Farmers  Bulletin 
#1&81  which  has  just  come  from  the  press.     It  is  a  complete  revision  of  an 
older  bulletin  which  was  not  available.    This  bulletin"  contains  plenty  of 
good  oat  information  and  if  you  are  interested  in  that  crop,  we  are  going 
to  suggest  that  you  get  your  copy  of  this  bulletin. 


*  *  *  *  *  *  * 


The  Georgia  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  has  been  doing  some 
work  on  cotton  variety  test.    They  used  Lightning  Express,  Kalf-and-Half , 
Piedmont  Cleveland,  Poster  4,  Delfos  6102,  and  Delta-type.    They  used  two 
sections  of  the  State  for  the  experiment.    One  section" was  the  Piedmont 
area,  and  the  other  was  the  Coastal  Plains.    Variety  rankings  were  the  same 
in  both  sections,  but  the  lint  percentage  was  highest  in  the  Costal  Plains 
while  the  same  varieties  produced  larger  bolls  in  the  Piedmont  section. 


***** 


.      Are  there  any  gullies  on  your  farm?    The  United  States  Department  of 
Si         ™-JUst  rePrinte*  Farmers  Bulletin  #1234  on  GULLIES-HOW  TO 
CONTROL        RECLAIM  THEM.    This  bulletin  states  that  gullies  occur  in 
every  state  in  the  Union.     It  points  out  that  Southern  States  especially 
have  Buffered  heavily  from  gully  erosion.    Terracing  is  recommended  as  one 
oig  way  to  stop  washing  and  gullying.    Better  get  your  copy  of  this  bulletin 
wnile  it  is  available. 


******* 


Bhat  do  you  give  your  horse  for  the  bots?    Find  out  what  to  do  and 
SSVSrtSSnii    7 mPUine  Farmers  Bulletin  #1503  entitled  the  HORSE  BOTS  AND 
luaiK  COHTROL.     This  bulletin  recommends  the  internal  treatment  of  all 
horses  and  colts  in  December  with  carbon  disulphide,  and  at  the  same  time 
tne  application  of  a  carbolic  wash  to  destroy  the  eggs  of  the  bot  fly. 
According  to  the  bulletin  these  remedies  will  control  all  three  kinds  of 
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Sweet  clover  is  a  legumei     It  is  a  soil  builder,  and  it  makes  good 
feed  in  many  sections  when  properly  handled.    The  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  just  reprinted  Leaflet  #23  on  SWEET  CLOVER.     Its  free. 

The  horse  is  coming  "back  in  his  glory.    The  4-H  Clubs  have  helped  to 
bring  him  back.    The  Union  Stock  Yards  in  Chicago  will  send  eight  of  its 
beautifully  matched  Clydesdales  to  visit  the  fairs  and  make  driving  exhibits 
in  four  midwest ern  States  this  summer. 

****** 

The  University  of  Vermont  held  an  interesting  short  course  this 
summer  on  how  to  manage  and  handle  a  roadside  stand.  Automobiles  made 
roadside  stands  possible  and  profitable. 

******* 

The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  announced  examinations 
for  assistant  horticulturist  and  assistant  pomologist  at  salaries  ranging 
from  $2600  to  $3100  per  year.    Applications  for  these  positions  must  be  on 
file  v/ith  the  commission  in  Washington  not  later  than  August  28.    You  can 
get  full  and  complete  information  on  these  subjects  from  the  United  States 
Civil  Service  Commission  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

****** 

AIINOUN  CEMENT ;    The  publications  mentioned  in  these  Snapshot  series 
may  be  had  free  by  writing  to  this  station  or  direct  to  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.    WE 1 LL  REPEAT  THE  NUMBERS 
AGAIN  TO  HELP  YOU  REMEMBER  THE  ONES  YOU  WANT.     COTTON  GIN  FIRES  IS 
CIRCULAR  #76.    SAVE  YOUR  SORGO  SEED  IN  THE  EIELD  IS  CIRCULAR  #52-0.  OATS 
IN  THE  NORTHCEKTRAL  STATES  IS  FARMERS  BULLETIN  #1581.    GULLIES:  HOW  TO 
CONTROL  AND  RECLAIM  THEM  IS  FARMERS  BULLETIN  #1234.    HORSE  BOTS  AND  THEIR 
CONTROL  IS  FARMERS  BULLETIN  #1503.     SWEET  CLOVER  IS  LEAFLET  #23. 
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Saturday,  August  31 ,  1929 


ANNOUNCEMENT ;    Now  we  get  our  weekly  bird»s-eye  view  of  what  is  going  on  in 
agriculture  over  the  country.    The  Farm  Science  Snapshots,  prepared  each  week 
by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  keep  us  informed  of  what  is  going 
on  m  the  Department  at  Washington,  and  at  the  various  State  experiment  sta- 
tions.   Some  of  these  Snapshots  may  give  you  ideas  for  solving  your  own  problems, 

********** 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  evidently  planning  for  more  automo- 
^llt     2S  ^  SUEmer'    ThB  48  States  proved  29'252  miles  of  highways  in 

r?11?  iSof°?0rding  t0  fi&lres  ^ceived  by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads 

ll  ^iTlt    *, States  Department  kf  Agriculture.    By  straightening  this  road  out 
it  would  reach  around  the  world  at  the  equator,  have  enough  left  to  connect  New 
York,  and  San  Francisco,  and  still  allow  for  a  trip  from  Chicago  to  New  Orleans. 

192R  .h6ad?         Stf  f S  With  m°re  than  2'000  miles  of  highways  improved  in 

^f.00"  Ka*saJ?  Arkansas,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  New 

mm£i  T«i^  w  J?'0'    Th6Se  r°adS  °0St  the  States  than  seven  hundred 

w  I         \        \  6y  C0Uld  haVS  Spent  two  himdred  million  more  and  still 

had  a  little  road  money  in  the  bank. 


refuse  Zt\  Tff  J?™**!    7  \rec0nt  Executive  order,  has  set  aside  a  bird 

^nd  Jul    T    C°fSt  °f  Florida«    "  ^  to  be  known  as  CEDAR  KEYS  BIRD 
Ss'De^tm^nt  o/f'^lr^  by        Bureatt  °f  biological  Survey  of  the  United 
Portlnt  r^ttZ  \f  ^iculture.    The  islands  in  this  reservation  serve  as  im- 
specks  o?  Lrfnf  Jv        *g  f°r  of  aquatic  birds.  Several 

this  refuge      W  of  ^CanS'  ^  Cormorants  are  inc^ed  among  the  birds  using 
tnis  refuge.    Some  of  these  species  are  rapidly  becoming  depleted. 

or  Ml/lv8^^^  f thi?         r6fUge  t0  hunt*  traP'  capture,  wilfully  disturb, 
bir^  JnTt      \animal  °r  Mrd*  °r  t0  take  or  destroy  the  eggs  of  any  wild 
llltll    TV1"  tUrn  ^  Umber*  ™der°rush,  grass,  or  other  Lural  growth- 

E&E  mltl^aT.^  *°  ta  ^  a^ 


Cayana  c2e  fs  sS^ro^i  ^  Teart0ok  °f  ^iculture  states  that 

erl  ^f^LlL      ii,P  °b^y  the.best  variety  of  sirup  cane  to  use  in  the  east. 

olSe^vL^ea'pv^    hTO?J7  r6S1StS  m°SaiC  diseaSe'     11  outyields  the 

Havana £?t£  nt  » ,      7  V*7  ***  n0t  *ot^ed  by  the  mosaic  disease.  The 
Cayana  has  the  objection  of  small  stalks,  closely  fitting  leaves    and  bei™? 
tough,  requires  more  grinding  power  at  the  mill/  The  Sfvor  of  kTs  new  si™ 
is  on  a  par  or  maybe  slightly  inferior  to  the  older  var  eU  s    f  c  ne  Ml 

e™s;SlnetSh^LVd:en  tri6d  "  t6r—  «  atlhiTt6^ 


^  ^  ^  . 


t^Vf  *  .  .... 
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The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  announces  a  reprint  of 
FARMERS1  BULLETIN  #  506  on  FOOD  OF  SOME  WELL  KNOWN  BIRDS  OF  FOREST,  FARM  AND 
GARDEN.    This  is  a  35-page ,  highly  illustrated  "bulletin,  and  it  is  chock  full 
of  information  which  will  help  the  farmer  decide  whether  certain  birds  are  help- 
ful or  harmful  in  the  gathering  of  their  food  supplies. 


"Cattle  paper,"  is  a  term  they  use,  "Out  West."  Sometimes  this  paper  is 
up  and  sometimes  it*s  down.  When  the  paper  is  selling  at  a  high  price  the  cat- 
tle business  is  good,  but  when  itfs  hard  to  dispose  of  the  paper  then  the  cattle 
business  is  not  so  flourishing.  Cattlemen  and  bankers  both  suffer  or  rise  ac- 
cording to  the  "Cattle  paper."  These  are  some  of  the  things  the  Colorado  Agri- 
cultural Experimental  Station  has  found  out  in  working  on  this  subject  of  FINAN- 
CING THE  WESTERN  CATTLEMAN. 


America  seems  to  he  getting  the  hunttng  instinct.     This  is  in  accordance 
with  the  figures  just  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,     It  shows  that  nearly  six  and  one  half  million 
hunting  licenses  were  issued  for  hunting  wild  game  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada  during  the  season  of  1927-28*    The  States  received  more  than  '.nine 
million  dollars  in  revenues  from  this  source.    During  this  time  more  than  six 
million  people  hunted  within  the  State  they  called  home.    Nearly  fifty  thousand 
persons  were  nonresident,  or  hunted  outside  of  the  State  they  called  home# 
These  figures  show  a  decided  increase  over  those  of  previous  years. 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  an  additional  supply  of 
LEAFLET  #  16  entitled  PUREBRED  DAIRY  SIRES.    This  leaflet  states  that  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  bulls  heading  the  dairy  herds  in  this  country  are  purebred.  It 
tells  how  the  purebred  sire  raises  the  milk  production  and  answers  the  question 
"IS  THE  PUREBRED  DAIRY  BULL  A  GOOD  INVESTMENT?" 


The  Missouri  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  has  found  out  that  women 
prefer  electricity  on  the  farm  first,  to  eliminate  drudgery  in  household  work, 
and  second,  for  luxuries  and  crnvenA6nces.    The  Station  found  out  that  a  des- 
cription of  electricity  helped  the  women,  and  men  too,  in  a  more  intelligent 
handling  and  use  of  current. 

Does  it  pay  to  keep  honey  bees  in  a  cellar  during  the  winter?  This 
question  is  answered  and  well  discussed  in  FARMERS'  BULLETIN  #  1014.    There  is 
a  reprint  of  this  bulletin,  and  it  is  worth  getting  if  you  are  interested  in 
bees. 


The  Georgia  Experiment  Station  has  found  out  that  a  medium  crop  of  peaches 
is  worth  as  much  to  the  growers  as  a  large  crop.    It  has  also  learned  that  to 
increase  the  crop  rapidly  without  making  adequate  provision  for  harvesting  and 
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marketing  the  surplus  is  very  likely  to  result  in  heavy  losses.  Handling 
peaches  results  in  culls  very  frequently  if  the  work  is  not  carefully  done. 
The  culls  do  not  show  up  until  the  peaches  are  on  the  market.    The  Station 
found  that  Hiley  and  Georgia  Belle  seem  easiest  to  injure  through  handling. 
This  is  on  account  of  the. thin  skins         these  varieties  have. 


The  United  States  Department  cf  Agriculture  has  just  completed  a 
study  cf  the  hasty  killing  of  dairy  bulls  before  their  value  as  herd  sires 
is  really  known.     This  shows  that  a  bull  is  usually  5  years  old  before  it 
can  be  told  whether  or  not  he  is  a  "proven"  sire  of  some  merit.    If  a  bull 
locks  promising  he  should  be  given  a  chance.     It  will  require  a  few  years  to 
make  a  dam  and  daughter  conroarison,, 


The  Oregon  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  has  made  some  study  in  the 
cost  of  producing  silage  from  different  crops.    This  information  is  direct lv 
applicable  to  the  Willamette  Valley,     it  shows  that  the  average  cost  of  pro! 
duction  for  corn  silage,  with  an  average  yield  of  5.7  tons  per  acre,  was  $7.40 
per  ton.    Vetch  silage,  with  a  yield  of  7.9  tons  per  acre,  cost  $4,27  per  ton. 
Kale,  with  a  yield  of  18.1  tons  per  acre,  cost  $3.78  per  ton. 


3)t  ^£  )j!  J^C 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 


The  publications  mentioned  in  these  Snapshots  may  be  had  bv 

writing  to  this  station   or  direct  to  the  United  States  Department  of 

Agriculture  at  Washington.    Here  they  are—  SEPARATE  #  1089  on  CAY  ANA  SIRUP 
CAKE.    FARMERS'  BULLETIN  #  506  on  POOD  OF  SOME  WELL  KNOWN  BIRDS  OF  FOREST,  FARM 
AND  GARDEN.     LEAFLET  #  16  on  PUREBRED  DAIRY  SIRES.    FARMERS'  BULLETIN  #  1014 
WESTERING  BEES  IN  CELLARS, 
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